
Neonatal HSV Intrapartum Exposure

Maternal HSV Infection Classification?¥ Obtain from 
neonate:
•CSF for cell count, 
chemistries, HSV 
PCR LabCorp 139800
•Serum ALT
START IV 
ACYCLOVIR 60 
mg/kg/d Q8hrContinue acyclovir; 

may treat for only 
10 days if CSF 

testing negative & 
ALT normal

IF neonate continues 
to appear well

Asymptomatic neonate following vaginal or cesarean delivery to mother with visible genital 
lesions that are characteristic of herpes simplex virus (HSV) 

YES

¥MATERNAL HSV INFECTION CLASSIFICATION                                            (Based on Table 3.24 HSV, Red Book)
Maternal classification  Genital NAAT/culture HSV-1 & HSV-2 IgG
Documented first-episode / primary infection Positive, either virus Both negative
Documented first-episode / non primary infection Positive for HSV-1  Neg for HSV-1 AND pos for HSV-2
   Positive for HSV-2  Pos for HSV-1 AND neg for HSV-2
Assumed first-episode (primary or non primary infection) Positive for HSV-1 OR HSV-2 Not available (N/A)
   Negative OR N/A  Neg for HSV-1 &/or HSV-2 or N/A
Recurrent infection   Positive for HSV-1  Positive for HSV-1
   Positive for HSV-2  Positive for HSV-2

Neonatal testing all 
negative (cultures 

negative at 48-72h)?

NO YES

First episode 
(primary or non 

primary)

At ~HOL24*, obtain from neonate:
•HSV surface cxs‡ & NAAT LabCorp 188056
•HSV blood PCR LabCorp 138651

If neonate remains asymptomatic, DO 
NOT START ACYCLOVIR

Algorithm based on Figure 3.7 & 3.8. Herpes Simplex. Red Book: 2024-2027 Report of the Committee on Infectious Diseases.

LAST UPDATED Jan 2025

Send maternal type specific 
serology for HSV-1 & HSV-2‡

OB provider obtains swab of lesion for HSV NAAT LabCorp 188056 and culture‡ with typing of positive results 

Maternal history of genital HSV preceding pregnancy?

At ~HOL24*, obtain from neonate:
§HSV surface cultures‡ and NAAT LabCorp 188056
§HSV blood PCR LabCorp 138651
§CSF cell count, chemistries, HSV PCR LabCorp 139800
§Serum ALT

START IV ACYCLOVIR 60 mg/kg/d Q8hr

*Evaluation and treatment 
is indicated before HOL24 if 
neonate develops illness; 
consider if ROM >4-6 hrs or 
neonate is ≤37w GA

‡ If available locally

Recurrent

May discharge before 
NAAT is resulted if 
return precautions 

and follow up 
arranged

Neonatal testing all negative (cultures 
negative at 48-72h)?

NO

YES

May discharge 
before NAAT is 

resulted if 
return 

precautions and 
follow up 
arranged

Continue acyclovir; may treat for only 10 
days if CSF testing negative & ALT normal

IF neonate continues to appear well

HSV surface testing: from vesicle(s), mouth, conjunctiva, 
nasopharynx, rectum, and any site of skin disruption

NO
Normal ALT ≤ 2x upper 

limit of normal 


